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COVID as Christians 
 

 
Can you “Find Teah” hidden in 
this newsletter? Like Waldo or 
the Coffee guy, she may blend 
in, so look hard. Tell Teah 

when you find her and she’ll treat 
you to a milkshake after we get out 
of isolation! 

 Canadians have been displaced with Covid19. 

People are overwhelmed from health fears and anxiety in 

isolation. Many are working from home. Some are not working at all. In 

these challenging times I invite you to consider three simple words that 

can transport our minds and hearts to a profound place of miracles: Here I 

am. 

 Mark 8 tells a story of Jesus walking through Judea with a crowd 

following Him. His disciples told Jesus to send the people away to get food 

but he said, “You feed them.” Jesus did a great miracle that day but did 

you notice what the others did? A boy offered his five loaves and two fish, 

the disciples brought them to Jesus and even the crowd followed. They all 

came to Jesus, and in their own way they said, “Here I am.” 

Is it possible that Jesus’ miracle would not have happened without the 

people saying, “Here I am?” (See Mark 6:5). I believe God is looking for 

people who are willing to partner with Him. God will do 90% of the work 

(the miracles) when we do 10% by simply showing up. 

 What does, “Here I am” mean in the middle of COVID-19? YFC 

knows youth who are stuck at home and 

forced to face their broken families, abuse 

and addictions of their own and their 

parents. They long for stability and hope. It’s 

hard to say, “Here I am” when they want to 

be elsewhere. 

 Often, when we long to be 

elsewhere,  we can miss the miracles God 

can do right where we are. God is 

omnipresent – which means He is present 

with us in our problems, but, are we fully 

with Him? Jesus always called people to 

follow him-to be where He is. 

Too often  people say, “Here I go.” It’s time 

to pray, ”Here I am.” It means you are trusting 

in Jesus wherever you are, whoever you are. You 

won’t look at the multitude but to the Maker, and at 

Jesus’ compassion in our crisis. 

HERE I AM 
by Colin Leaver 
Executive Director 

Andrew 
Judging 

#PECcoro-

nalympics 



Youth for Christ is the name of our 
international movement that started in the 

United States and Canada in 1944. This bold 
name was born in a time when going to church 
was a normative cultural activity. 

Over time, Youth for Christ started using 
national program names as operating names 
such as “Campus Life” to enable the ministry to 

reach youth in community settings when the 
culture became more secular, and schools and 
other public settings were seeking to distance 

themselves from ties to religious groups. 
In the 1990’s, the name Youth Unlimited 

emerged in Toronto and Vancouver which 

enabled these chapters to continue to grow in 
public settings. Youth Unlimited as an 
operating name is aspirational and speaks of 

an individual’s unlimited potential in Christ. It 
is easy to use in multicultural settings and 
around cultural and political divides.  

In March 2020, Youth For Christ Canada 
launched their new icon; An abstract take on the 
speech bubble, combined with an upward 
facing arrow, integrating bold angles that 
reinforce the movement towards Christ. This 
bold icon represents the upward moving 

conversations staff and volunteers have with 
youth through programs and relationships. 
“But how can they call on him to save them 

unless they believe in him? And how can they 
believe in him if they have never heard about 
him? And how can they hear about him unless 

someone tells them?” 
(Romans 10:14, 15 NLT) 

We are a place you can turn to 

regardless of race, faith, economic level, or 
cultural background. We’re a shoulder you can 
lean on, an ear you can gab to, and a heart filled 

with love. We’re seriously fun, and our door is 
always open. Our logo has changed, but our 
mission and vision remain. We covet your 

prayers as we carefully share Christ’s 
unchanging love in our ever changing world. 

 

TRUST 
by Mike Fuller 
Brighton Beacon director 

Trust.  The TV Evangelist with the big hair tells us to 
Trust In The Lord and all will be well. But trust isn’t always easy, 
or quick.  
Jesus’ own disciples sometimes didn’t trust him.  When Jesus 
tried to explain to the twelve that he would be arrested, and 
tried, and killed on a cross, Peter rebuked Jesus. He didn’t trust 
that Jesus knew what he was talking about. It seemed like crazy 
talk to Peter. In fact Peter didn’t become the true leader of the 
early church until after Jesus did what he said he would do - 
after three days rise from the dead.  Only then did he realize 
what Jesus had been telling him was necessary. 

Trust is slowly learned. As children we learn to trust that 
our parents will take care of us. We learn to trust our friends, 
teachers and unrelated adults, only after we have watched them 
for a while.  

At The Beacon Youth centre the volunteers speak about 
‘earning their trust’.  The volunteer has to be available, a good 
listener, a caring adult, and show this behavior over and over 
again.  Only then will a youth finally say what is bothering 
them, or why they had to move out of their house, or what the 
police said to them yesterday, or that they are pregnant and 
haven’t told their parents. Only when they trust us do these 
important inroads happen.  Only then can we tell them “I’ll pray 
for you,” without sounding insincere. 
                The Covid-19 virus scare has shut down The Beacon at 
the same time as the schools were shut down. It would have 

been irresponsible for us to do 
anything different.  Though The 
Beacon is closed, our volunteers 
and prayer warriors haven’t 
stopped caring. The level of 
trust they have built up 
with the teenagers of 
B r i g h t o n  i s n ’ t 
something to squander 
away or something that 
can quickly be erased. 
 I continue to 
have contact with some 
of the youth.  A revived 
Beacon Facebook site 
will become a forum for 
teens to voice their 
feelings, joys and hurts 
as this pandemic carries 
on. Over time, we feel 
that we have earned the 
trust of many of our 
youth.  Now with that 
trust, we hope to be 
there for them through 
these isolating times. 

Bible Study 
at the QYU 

Youth Centre 
(Pre– 

COVID19) 

A NEW LOGO 
by Andrew MacKay 
Associate director 
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Beacon 
youth and 

leaders after 
a delicious 

lunch 
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TRUSTING & PRAYING 
by Rikki-Anne McNaught 
Performing Arts director 

In the midst of some of the 

uncertain times we have been facing, it can 

feel like there is a loss of control. One of my 

volunteers pointed out to me why people 

have been looking for and storing up so 

much toilet paper. She said that it is a form 

of control; by being able to store up 

something that supplies a bit of comfort, 

people are able to feel like they are 

controlling something in the midst of 

uncertainty. I know, right! Pretty deep for a 

thought on something as simple as toilet 

paper. 

 However, I can totally understand. 

In the midst of the craziness that life can 

throw at us, I too look for ways that I can 

bring control or stability to the situation. I 

was able to see this with one of our 

students when we were shutting down 

events over March Break. We had made it 

so that we could play a role-playing game 

via video conference call. He was simply 

appreciative that we were willing to keep 

something going during all the changes we 

had been facing. 

 It is during this time I am reflective 

on the words of Psalms 46:7 — “The Lord of 

Heaven’s Armies is here among us; the God 

of Israel is our fortress.” God is here in the 

middle of it all with us, and He is the one 

who is in control when we don’t have 

control. I know this has been encouraging 

me in these times to trust in Jesus, that He 

has control. At this time, please consider 

how you can be there for people in your 

area who are in need, as easy as a phone 

call or video chat. 

HERE WITH US 

by Mike Wilson 
Graphic Word 

 When a teen asks me, 
“how can I have a closer 
relationship with Jesus?”, I 
often ask them, “what does a 
close relationship looks like?”. 
Most often they will say (along 
with other things) that a close 
relationship includes trust. So 
then, how does one grow in 
trusting in Jesus? The answer 
to that is prayer.  
 Trust and prayer have a 
common element. If this 
element is missing then nothing 
will happen. Prayer and trust 
need COMMUNICATION. 
 Trust requires clear, 
f r e q u e n t  a n d  h o n e s t 

communication. Communication 
with God is prayer. Whether it is 

directing one’s thoughts toward God 
or talking out loud to Him, prayer 

practices communication skills – 
speaking, listening, responding. 

 Praying specifically (clear statements 
of needs, wants, dreams), frequently (as often 

as thoughts of worry, fear, joy, delight cross your mind) and honestly 
(owning your stuff without self-justification or rationalization) will increase 
your trust with God if you are also listening for a response from God.  
 If we are honestly praying, we need to actively listen for God’s 
response from His word (promises, direction and correction) and through 
other people (friends, family, mentors, musicians). Then we need to 
respond. Responding to God is as simple as saying, “thank you” back to 
Him, or as difficult as asking someone for forgiveness. As we respond to 
God, trust grows. 
 I love to ask students how they have seen God at work in their 
lives. “Seeing God at work” is part of the active listening process. Their 
responses encourage me: 
 

“I have been trying to read my bible every day. As I have been 
doing that, I am finding the day to day stuff easier to deal with.” M. 
 

“I thought God wasn’t listening to me or doing anything about my 
prayers. But now I am beginning to see how He has been weaving 
things together for a long time.” B. 

 

Those are statements of trust. I am so thankful I get to be a part of the 
process.  
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 We can all get a little bored at home.  Youth, 
particularly, may be feeling like there is not a whole lot to do 
when they are used to being so interactive in their daily 
schedule. One great resource to use, that is free, is the app 
Hoopla. All you need is an active library card and you are ready 
to access digital books, comics, movies, and audiobooks that 
have lots of potential learning involved. I personally suggest 
that you read “The Lamb and the Fuhrer” by Ravi Zacharias, a 
comic which looks at what the conversation might have been 
like when Hitler met Jesus in judgement for his life. You can 
download Hoopla on your phone or tablet. There are many faith
-based resources in this wonderful app. 

 Graphic 
Word teens 

enjoying the 
RPG & Me 

adventures 

Spirit Borne 
team 

performing 
Finnigan’s 

Corners  
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   PANDEMIC PASSPORT 

by Eli Verkuyl 
Student Outreach director 

SELF-CONTROL 
by Ben McEwen 
Student Outreach director 

 

 “Your perspective can be your prison or your passport”  
Steven Furtick, Elevation Church.  

Along with everyone else, my family has spent the last 
few weeks practicing social isolation. The fear over job security, 
financial instability and an uncertain future can be consuming.  
However, another thought occurred to me, which to my dog 
‘Hudson’ is amazing!  He is used to an empty house throughout 
the school hours, but now, having his people home all the time 
is as good as life gets.  

Jeremiah 29:11 reads: 
(NIV) “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 

Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” 

These words were written to Hebrew exiles whose 
entire world was in peril. Their holy city, Jerusalem, had fallen 
and their independence was taken away. Their entire paradigm 
of what it meant to be God’s people, to be favoured, is up-
ended! This left them, full of questions and uncertainty.  

It is into this uncertainty that God finally speaks. He 
doesn’t promise that He’s going to meet their expectations; in 
fact, He tells them to bunker down, that it’ll be some time.  Only 
then does He remind them that He’s up to something, He’s 
working for their good and He calls them to trust.  

Often times, it is my insistence on how I think life is 
supposed to be that limits my ability to accept this world, and 
enjoy it for what it is.  

So, because of my dog, I’ve chosen to change my 
perspective on home isolation. I’m not advocating for a docile, 
blind faith. Quite the opposite!  I’m hoping to encourage a type 
of unwavering resolve that life in the future, however that looks, 

is not beyond the control of a God who comes to us, and 
works for our good.  

 COVID19 has interrupted many 
things. YFC Canada has cancelled our staff 
conferences and training. YFC International 
has postponed the General Assembly until 
next year. In 2019 our YFC Bolivia partners 
were in lockdown for political strife, now 
they are in lockdown for social 
isolation.   
 Do believers in Jesus act any 
differently than the secular world? Here 
are some wise words from fellow 
Canadian Dave Brereton, our YFC 
International President:  
 "We're a funny bunch as Christians. 
We calmly and serenely trust in God in terms 
of our eternal destiny. Yet when it comes to 
what is going to happen with COVID19, all of 
a sudden we’re not so sure. Does God really 

care? Is he really here? Does he really understand?  
You and I know he does. So as we journey, as we 
communicate with our family, as we lead, as we 
make choices and decisions, let us remember that 
we know and rely on the love that God has for us. 
And that perfect love casts out fear."  
 All who proclaim that Jesus is the Son of 
God have God living in them, and they live in God  
(1 John 4:15).   
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What a great opportunity the Covid 19 virus 
presents for all. We are all going from business as usual which is 
comfortable and familiar, into an unknown experience as we self-
isolate to keep from getting or spreading this world wide virus. 
The only places on earth that do not have this problem are 
either places without people or places that don’t test for the 
virus. 

As we reflect on the effect this has on our ministries we 
realize that God is still doing his work in the midst of people who 
are self-isolating, quarantining, or nervous of the innumerable 
changes that could come from this health crisis. We all can take 
with us a greater sense of our need to trust in Jesus. Times like 
this have happened a few times during my lifetime: 1991 Iraq war, 
2000 Y2K worries, 2003 mad cow disease, 2008 financial 
meltdown and now Covid 19, these events we recovered from 
and prospered through. Hopefully in all these events we 
learned that when we are not able to control world events, we 
are able to control ourselves and trust in the one who does 
control all things. 

We should all have a greater desire at this time to trust 
God and be seeking Him in prayer and Bible study. The new 
difficulty may be finding a quiet place in the house to do it! Be 
creative and find just the right place to connect with your 
Creator and put your hope for the future and trust in His finished 
work. God’s desire in all this may not be to have you comfortable 
but to see you grow in all these changes. Be a blessing to those 
around you and don’t sneeze on anyone. 

Youth doing 
the squat 
challenge 

for prizes!! 

Quinte Youth Unlimited (YFC)   P.O. Box 233 Belleville ON  K8N 5A2  (613) 969-0471 info@qyu.ca   www.QYU.ca        

COVID AS 
CHRISTIANS 

YFC supports and provides the Gospel 

to youth. Do you support and provide for 
YFC?  
 

Quinte Youth Unlimted (YFC) needs your 

help to engage and equip every young 
person to know and follow Jesus. Click here 

to partner with us to accomplish this 
vision. DONATE SECURE ONLINE HERE.  
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