Campus Life: Structure

IN ADVANCE

Theme (based on Scriptural idea)

Have a short base scripture, perhaps one verse.  Use it as the main idea but have supportive text or the entire passage that better explains the idea.

Plan –
Four parts that you create (see below).

Introduction, The Story, the Discussion, the Application

End Result – Students leave thinking about how this topic / Scripture affects them and 

how they can change as a result of the discussion
START LUNCH

Informal social time – 
Purpose: Allowing relationship building and comfortable atmosphere

· Important to not feel like a class room scenario.  

· You are not a teacher.  This is not lesson but a discussion and your role is Facilitator: lead the discussion.

· Waiting for others to arrive but don’t wait too long so people start drifting away.

· Acknowledge / Take notice of everyone in the room

· Observe conversation that parallels theme for the day and use it as a segway into start

Introduction - 

Purpose: Set the tone for your Campus Life meeting by starting off with clear direction.

· Short summary of what Campus Life is and why you are there

· Brief intro of who is leading the discussion, and when you expect to be done

· Ask for permission to stop rabbit trails, to keep everyone on topic

· Set ground rules: respect others time, opinions, feelings, and beliefs.
· If the atmosphere is chaotic, take measures to clarify your purpose there that day.

The Story – 
Purpose: Casually introduce the theme with a story that gets everyone’s attention.
· This can be personal or about someone else.  

· Good to use a lot of humor to make everyone comfortable

· Be careful that this does not get off on “rabbit-trails” but allow freedom for other stories of similar idea and theme.  Take notice their experiences & interest levels.
The Discussion – 
Purpose: Explore fun ways to get them to think, own, ask & interested in the theme 
· All about questions, the more questions you can ask the better.

· Your replies should be in the form of questions whenever possible

· Don’t be distracted by people coming in our leaving the discussion.  If possible, use their interruption as an opportunity for them to share something.

· Don’t let conversation drift off or die all together. Your job is to stay on topic and get the group to the final conclusion.

Example:  

Make a lists of pros and cons


Tell about a time you experienced this feeling, thought, action


What do your friends think about…


Would you ever do this or that? If so why or why not?

The Application – 
Purpose: Why does anything you discussed matter. The “So what?” factor.  
· Confirm what others have said and use it in your wrap up.  Try to agree with them as far as it aligns with the scriptural concept.

· Introduce “Gods story”, or Scripture that gives Godly wisdom the issue

· Ask a final thought provoking, rhetorical or literal question for them to apply

· Suggest application principles for the issue

· Encourage further discussion and follow up with leaders

· Ask if you can pray for the group, to ask God add wisdom and help us change

Examples: 


If this is important to you, consider reading this Scripture for yourself

Would anyone like to discuss this further, I am available after we are done


I’d still like to hear your thoughts or questions we did not have time for

END LUNCH

EVALUATION: Consider the following questions before you run your bible study discussion. 
1. Were you able to lead the conversation or was it chaotic?

2. Did the participants leave knowing exactly what the main topic was?

3. Was everyone permitted and encouraged to share their opinions, feelings, concerns, questions and thoughts?

4. Were the questions prying to get personal or impersonal answers?

5. Did the topic have an application for the participants that was practical for their lives?

6. Was there a focus on scripture or on alternative sources (analogies, experiences, etc)?

7. Did you see evidence of God at work through your preparation, conversation and relationships?

8. Do you have a plan for follow up with those who expressed interest in the topic / in Gospel?  What is it?

